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It seerns to rno nore dlstinct, more blatant ths,n ev€r before i It cones through to
rne (ae I sense and see anl hoar it happordng) with an impact demarding sorne notice ard
some corunent. There is so nuch going on about ug in our frenzlod world just norr -- so
mrch that i-rr orp lray or another, ]lttre or great, like lt or not, touches u.6, effects
us, ifirades where fle are. trfe looseJy categortze or identify the rtgoings-ontr as chango,
growth, dlsturbance, revolutlon, progr€ss, stnrggle . . . Almost a4y descr'lptlve seerni
to be app3.icaule urder one corditLon or another.

ern Ur speed - the sbeer speed an:l frequercy of events, to say nothlng of thelr
weigbt ard lnfluence. conslder Just a ferrl the war ard counter-$ar on V,IEIFARE; the
strlkes ard rebellLons on COr.r.F{iE CA}r!PUSS; the fair lnsanity of SIff-ROCKETING ECONOTII;
tbe across-the-board, last dltob stnrgg!-es of chulches fof, IDn{IITf nND SIGNII'ICANCE:
the whole ganut of ernrptlons ard deteriorations Jaz!.\r (if not ir.responsibl;r) accour:t:
ed for by a so-calJ.ed GENERAISO{ eAP. Tte sheer frequenqT ard orrer-] afrtrrt ng, to say no-
thing of ttto weight ard lnfluerce, nake it no longer possible to sxrnp\y cluck tongues,
sleh beavil.y i:l disguet, ard bE arF eve4ftody ard. everXrthlng ln sight. There isnrt a
souJ. sltting (or staritllg) bere !'rho isntt involred somehor, effecied someho'/r, r-eeqtlrB
soneho.r, and resoongible sonelroltr

ftrat whlch f want to emphasize for a fer,f nlnutes th5.s moffri,ng i.s a part of the ro-
actinq sonehow . i ; ard as I noted earlller: it coNnes tbtough to rne as lnoredistii:ct ad
nore blatant than ever before. denaldbg notLce ard cornnent.

Now Irm speald.rg ard off,ering tbese cornnents to a gatlrerLng of Qchrrch people'r. In
ny particular orientatLon, that, i.n itself, nrggests and prdnlses potential rest].ts,
potential. denouenent -r - a llttLs different than, a lJ.ttle rnore than the ordinary. (A"nd
Just b€re I togs in as parentbetical: lf ttre 'rLittJe norert ard the rlittle differenttl
cannot be expected here, then wlgr aro ws here aq/!,ray? ) So - - ard lroping tlet we fird
lt possible to recogrdze ourselvea as trchurchn l.rr tl€t sense - - tJrat par.t of, the re-
actina sonehow to the j,rpact of tho g rruch tbat is so rapid].lr golng on about us in
our f,renzied worlld . . . that part I ldegtify as IXIE CfiEAT hmflE-OFF, and I bellelve its
actuality deserwes your attention ard yor{r alratreneas.

1 + r9r" tban a littLe disturbed ana afsappointea that peoplo (not aII, brt a
grreat narv) are loss erd 19ss TOIEfuiNTr.less and less PAf,tEl{i, less ani less RAT]ONAL,
less ard less BENSV0LEI{T, J-ess ard. ].ess UNffLCI$I, ].ess ani Liss .liCCEpfINC AND lllilDF,ft-
srANDfNG, Less ard lEss thenserves. f,f an idea does not stard. the rtcarbon co14r testrr,
it is lll'Ltten off. rf an objectivE is not tailor-nade for od,stlng pigeon ho1es, it
is rrLtten off. rf tbet person Ls not of our generation, whether we be young or old.,
he is wrltten of,f. rf behavior or rnorality does not tneasure up (or down), :.i rs r"rrrl
ten off.

I see, and read, and hear, and, f,eeI it aI[ the ti:le. :lrd go do you.

Tlre chLJd, or the youth, yields to tbo terptation of, lfrlttng off the parent (the
older generatlon),ard vice'versa.. trrlhat nekes argr of us thlnk that the ansrers to the
probLens and inconsistencies of, 1ife, soclety, or the irdivtdual are tbe orclusive po-
ssession of tlre nen arri worrFn in ar[r ons age group? lttre - the o]der generation (usu-
aIly) can claLm ha:d-earrred wlsdqns r&rtur.€d througb lnore years of ercpJrlences, good
and bad. !u! - Just as tnre, the yort'hfuJ-, untried, restrese, arrt eager:ly :"n{ufu*ng
can (usuarJ) clai.rn less at'r.ophtrr less stagnate satisfaction, ard. nore daring energr.
I'.lhere ars tolerance a.rd pati.ance? l'rbere aro unself,S-sh aoceptance and understardlng/
Rather tban here yieldirg adverseJ;r, rnight not botb better Jrf€U to the tempbation io
l<now ono another nore fu$r, to accept one anothert s slncerler, ad to hone;tly anl
eagerJy seek the advantages of tbe benefltE eacb has to of,fer the ot*rer? r suggest
thet the soicalled €pneratLon gap 16 e r5fth; a catoh 1*rrase flred f,rorn an LlJ.-afu ed ef-
fort at e:rcuse neldrg; a suggested pbsndrrenon, erploLted by a fer,r (tnt enough) of, the
voices of Jourrtallon ad ttte lecbrre podiun to nanrfacture a comr€n1.ent band regon atd



(Ia€ Creat I'hrite-Off - pe.2)

scapegoat. mP Cnn*f I,RIm-OFF bas, unfor-tunatolgr, becone tlr6 ree.ctLon,

Ths gtudent boqy (though i,n d.notd.ty nunbers) 5rLeLds to t&e teqrtatt on of ffr.ltlng
of,f, tbe faoulW ard sdrd.nlstratlon, ard vico 

"€rsa. 
$that nrakes eLther of, thooe oeg-

nents of ouf great hiEher educatjonal fysten ard strucfirre tbfu* tbat tbe ot*rer ie
dolt, durderbesdr or diaboll.oal? Botb bslrs ldsgad tlre narki to be eure. Eet so have
both anaesed groat nrer{.t, 1n a,nbitl.ous lnt€nt, iftegit4r, olear\y ldenttf5able goals,
ant r.enarlab:LE acconq*llshrents. Uhere srs toLerancE lrrd patt€rFe? I4lhers are unsolf-
l.sb acceptarce ard urderstardlng? Ratber than here y5.e3.dtng advers€itJrrwhioh, as lre
reL1 knon, regults ln vtolent, degtnrctlte rebelu.on or ln retallatory arbJugatton --Dlgbt not both better yield to tbe temptatton of, ratlonal, peacef,uI, patlent confront-
ation wLth the other, hobegt{y ard o'p€n}y acceptlng each otberr s eincer.t ty arrt lntee-
r'Lt'y? There are f,alr ard legiu.nate lirni'ts wltllin wbl,ch both rrret be alJ.orded to func-
tion. Bqrord tbeae (agaln, ae $e well know) emotlons, ard ernotlons or!;r, take over.
$iE (REAT WRITE-OFF then becmes thp unfortunate reaotLon.

the church across tbe street, (rcr€ often than arqr world care to adnd.t) ytelds to
the tcmptatlon of ur.ltirg off th€ clnrrch acrose tbe strcet, and vice versa. Ard, ln
close ldertiqr loith tbi,6 i.s the teqrtation of the ctrurohed to w.lte off tlre unclnrrcbed,
ard of tbe unchurched to wrdte off ttle clur.rcbedr Uhat j.s tt. thEt rnakes anJr churctr be-
pele tbat it has prrchas€d aIL the tlckets ad booked er<cluElv€ pessag€ on every con-
vqranoe t&at may (at sorp rorots date) sllp peacef'rrlldr furto tlh€ ba.:$or of narjldndr s
garr1qrr 6qrlLl.bdun. ard nsalvattonrr? fber€ are. so0re who ne€d a traqr st€anleri tbere
ars sonF ubo need a leelv r,ow boat; there are EonE irhd need a flrst-c].ass hrru{f lin€rt
there ar"e Eotne who n€€d a surfboard; there are sortrc who need to $dn, entlre\r on tbeir
E!tn. IIIE CAEAT I'&fIE-CEF easidy becotps ths reactlon in ths face of tbe srdin of things
that arle going on 1n nenrs stluggl€ to ident:-fy hlnselj l'n llf,e as eorrethlng nor€ than
sinrply tbe lnage of otlpr n6n. Iorg-cher{sbed belLef,s are written off,. Then, from
acrosg the street, a nf'ir€ra ( so-called Lesger) trel-tef is wrdtten off. Sta}'art beLlef
ln tnan, confident bellaf in plogfess, sincere beL5.ef 1n e God, energptlc belJ.ef in
llberrall,sm - - each, Ln turn ard variously (frm across the street), uritten off. l{here
are benevolent patienco ard unsel*Lelr tolerance? !ihe!6 are irdivj.duall.w ard accepb-
ance? llhere are urderstardtrrg ard oneneis of unbd.gotted FrrposE?

In the baclclash qf, q]'t that ts so rapid\r a^rrl so freguentJy ard so effectively go'
tng on about us in our f,renaled r'rorlld - we ere reacting sonehon. Mor€ dl.stlnct, nore
bbtent than ener before, std $rith an iq)act tbat denards noti.ce ard comleat, a part
of, tbat t reaotLng sqrehowt cmff thrugh to re ae SIE CfiEl{t IIRIIE-CFF. I say to yor
(or to arpne) : CON$DR beforb you reaot,

IlJlLa,n $nitlr hae written: tEvertrr creative aot, sr€rX/ honest question or bonest
dlssent, ever"Sr gesture o.f, courago ard f,eXUr ard nercy ard.. concern w"i13. court; 6ner;r
new awsreneE a rr111 cornt; every tl'rle we deferd the hulan epfu{t it rfl11 cont; every
tirne we turrr anay f,ron arrogance ard lLes, tb.e too, r'rll,1 oourrt in tbe proJect cal.led
Eunan Belng glolvlng.t t,.


