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Iou mrst flrst bear thts - frm t&e errtbologr €dlted W AItIa BoEt€lrPs, .Aeertcan
N.eero Poetr:y. In December, 19.12 nrank ilorroe rrvte, urrler tbe 

-tl,tJs" nfi.d St rff", .
lbe wise gqys
te.ll- rp
tbat Cblstn8s
is t$d Stuff . . .
l{ayte tbqri ne got
sonet'hi-ng there--
X\"o thousard y€ars ago
t'hree rrtee gqrs
chased a rrtaf
acroE{r a contl,nent
to b.i.ng
f,ranldnaenee ard 4p:rh
to a Kid
borzl :.n a nange!
wlth an ldea ln bis b6ad . . . .

Ard as the bsnbs
crash
''l'l O'yer tbs vorlld
today
the real u5.se grlye ' -'
kucet
X1r"1 1s6 116 atl
got to go ohaslng stars
agaln
tn th6 trop€
thet we can get back
sqrc of tbst
Kld Stuff,
born txo +,brnrEsrd Jrears ego.

,1 "Ttt 
take very 19nC !,!f8 ortlir€. ths q[estj.oa rblcb ny topic asks is, rW6r

Not A S'tar?tr Ard terll get to that a llttle ]ater.
fi:tght nor - arotlp questLonr Haw rF aer needed Cbr-tst&as rnor tban it is need-

ed todry? !8' anglr€r to t'bat 1s: No, r raally donr t bellerrc tbat ne balro ewr needed
chrlsLlrlas nore tbsn r'16 do ttorr. 3rd,. sltting lrbere yog are at thJ.s tfuo, 1n trror:r seats
of dtsaaradtage. sone of you ( aqynay) nray be aeldng 56urselves: 't{hat does he rpan,I needr ChriefurBs? It Just cones. and.re bane it. l{hatr s he gettJ.ng at?il

: ' rrLl telL yclr what ltrn telldrg abortn what rrn getting at. rrrn talldng about.. uI'Kld 
^Stuff 

n 
- the realr t,he llportant', the no-foollnt, tlre honest-to-Gocl, bare-toned

stuff that ls needed. rtn gettJ.g at wbat cb{etnas ougbt, to irrFqy ed be. we are a1-
?eady 1lr\tolrr€d Ln f,he usual, aql€ct€d nechani.ce, lrle glve ana recEivo our greettngs arrl
our llttle guts. "Ard tbess are sleposed to eay. egaLn, that, love rmeuDers. we sir€
sgttgs of hope, ard ca.lrols of great Joy t'hat ehalL be to all people. and ttrese are
flucg against ttre t&iok, tnrrlsr sbadows of naet corbctrG aerd.aJ€ ln a Detmit, an
Africa, a chicago, a R.etnan, e czechosl'<rvaldr. Ie garlard ths abctractions ard the
gonerallties adth ttnsle ard oardteJtght - - ard vB trpray for peaoen. . .on €Erth, in
Vietlran, ln our hea^l*e

I{eLl - - rbat dld ym eryeot to haar? lbe old story? l.lsttJrcor ard Lu}e, piece-
neal edlted ad sc!€nbled- togstber to print the ccunfoytabili, farnllla.r tanfscapi of a
long-ago naternlty? 3oqy. Itrs rst 6ncugh. Or, ltre erl 

'rd.ght; 
itts good. But ue
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g|gt hng tlp. lrle boconre sldotraclced. Tbe far-off . ettreneal Srall,tles; tb6 intErgfb:Le.
nsrst€r:ious beautLes tlrat sonehor'r do tudeed bold th€ qqtual "# totd trpact, - these
nanage t'o get dore in lhe beauty t&at tho-old story is; thB sld.d sturin tbat, pleads
!$ay {or rnature, t'i.rrefur, senslt!/B e,udi'erro 15 lmre tben tfurod trraditlon, rnore than
tbleadbar€ theoJ-ogy.

_ tbe srnp]l;icrW of tbe whoLe sc€ne is beatbtald,ng. .ad rrcre than that, r thinkr
to aqr person who has real{y gotten tbe Dessagg (by wbatevar tneans, rndium. or nesseni
ger), the eiry]Llctfrr mlst cauae an embarrasgoerf. rrust to tb.rtkr a6 16oria6, that so
unco4*lcated, so basic ard urdersterdab:Le a n€nsage has been alJ.sred to be rrnrddled to
an unreoognizable nEsh - - &rbarrasslng I Dr. Mor.ton Scott &relJ.n, scbolar, auf,hor, ad
profeosor s41d tt in f,ar nore solfiisti.cated teurgl nAt a ver'y eariy dat€ Cbristlan6
were stnrck brn tn€ utter void in lnfomration about tbe very beginnlrg ard ear\r years
of the life of, ttre l.eader ard pr5rrclple e:g,oDert of, tihe rsr faJ.th. so tUey oso:glt, to
lsFdy the lack.l A corplle of rrLters got brsy alzt !^n o't€ conftlcii.ng arri' corrbradi.cto4r
accounts of the corregtlon, tbe u$h, ed the politd.cs sutrourdiry that urilsrym.

thatr s a'11 lt took, and slnce tbose rrr-Ltirga, subeequent readirys (apparently lngreat rpas|re) beve nd.esea the nessage, the broattrdld"ng u&"w 
""g "6uorty 

or tfuwhole scetr,. hrt Franl< Eonre got it * ard surnsal tt .tp. r+nairf n$,ro- tlransena years
ago thnee ldlse ${rs obas€d a €tar across a contt nent to brfng frarldJtcsnE€ arrf rr5;.1rh toa- KLd bo-rn ln a nangar r . .n t paug6 tlrere becausei essentla\r, tbatr s aa far ae tuo
l!1,l=**t"*s harrc gotten lt. But Bo:ftD go.s oq trcause none 'got.the rressage, ard(pooslD.lJr) out of arh.rrassrdart fof a wbole worlld of peotrfle, pleads tbe srrnp:rcity oc
E: ""t".- 

Tes, he goes onr tr. . .bdngturg (tHnes) 6 ;Kid iorn rn a nranger hETg ANIDEA IN IIIS HEAD . . . Ad ag the borbE creen all ol'Er tJre world todqr the real wlse
gt\ys teo$r that retm au sot- to go cbasing stars agatn tn the hope t;t wa oan get back
sqle of that Kld Stuff bortr tno tbousad years ago.tt

yt€!- do_ I r!€s!, nneed' chrr.st&as? Tbatr s what I r'an rf tod4y, tnore trtan ev€rb€fore 1n the life of nran Ln thi.s worild, there ls rrt the need to 'ig" lLei4 stara a-gain ln tt," hope . 
- .tr - then r an readrry the corditiona or orr Eay .11 *-r,".

llrere Ls ngs6dn todatrr - rnrch of lt, rdthin local reach anl at f,arther relrve.
3:T _r: |1!s of trgoodr, b6tu€ tboueht,, betng sajdf bei!€ nottt.", LG ao*. I donor oerv tELs' nc,r lgnore lt. 

^ -perhaps 
1 an sfury\r intolerat(y !q;tre!$, not wiJ.Errgto Juot walt for tbet Kld sbuf,f to citoh on. rio- tuousanr 3*-"ru irrrc.-. I{1d was borrr

}."-Ptte": "}tb-*s e 1n-!$ @1l. lbat qulte a tot of iryu, 
""a " 

iot of :'ivee..ruxr t,m not at all corndrrced that the ldea in his headrr ( solritltng to do rrlt]r peace.good !trlll, brotherhqod) hes bed mch of a beartrg, or sold,r"ry 
""ii.

.- 9o_ g*|s of Jaf erd_ our_songs of bope; our greetJ.ngs ad gfts ani garl"ards.
t-b"y qqrbo1.llo, brt ody that, Ihey are nof Cbrd.rituras. Tb"y .* ;""d; ard f,Uey arapLea€antr- ant ttrsy arc eonforttltg. The1r possesE a beauer *e 

" 
,*5;;i ,r1 tbel! olrn.eey sur€iy berorg - - 1f re virt oer.ebirale and froU.ok i"u **h!.i-"i.u.

B'rt t'he trneedr ls for..cbr.tsb*g -- a ba1&enlng to a peraon. lnrlde. nd tnenrcaL r'rise grryrs loo',. . . .r Listen to theeDo'", rrrfttin try i*eo; K. Ooodir€.
D.R.E. at Fi.rst unitarian uniwrgallsi cbruch of phoinix. .ad.zcrL. 5n" ttt:ru b"tbougtrts, trUbr Not ,, Star?t

They told me that when Jesrs was born a star appeard in the
heavens aborrc the p.Lace where the yorrng ahl-Ld G",

Anf sinco f was very Jroung ard hsd. no trcuble bltevllg
wordrqrs thlngs I belLeved in the $tar,

It was a worderful nlracle, part of a rong ago stoqr, fore-
telli.rg an uncomtpn fife.

fhey told me a super nova appear"ed ln tfie heavens ln lts ryingtxrst of f5.re abut the ttrne the babe was probablr born, 11€
appearanoe recorded ln ttle trlstor{.es of Gtrr tlme.



..
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*rd gtrrce I wae ofder ard believed l.n ecJ.ence ard, r€ason
abovp a?i eLse I belJ.evrEd the story of tle star ery.Lal,ned,

rt was a solentlfts fact, foreteu.k{g rpilrtngf rerely the
sourde of, a lovely brt wbouy unberlevahle lCgeni.

But I forrrrl x wae urnillLltrg to gtve up tJre star. It seemed a
flttlng Erlrftol for tlre bf.*b of, one whoee uncqnuon }i.fe hae
ben rerwnbred Long.

the star eryIatned beoarre ttre star urrlerstood, for Jesus,
for Buddha, for Zaratlrustra.

l,Ihy not a star? Sdne brighf star shines srewhere in tbe
hearreil,s each tfuile a chiJd is bom. Ard, who lmmrs what Lt
may foretell? For who lcrmtre what uneorunon l.ife nsy yet
again unfoJd, Lf, we brt glve Lt a charpe?


